Meteor Vineyard
Meteor Vineyard is a 22-acre property located in the Napa Valley’s Coombsville agricultural region. It was established in 1998 by former America Online Inc. chairman and chief executive Barry M. Schuler and his wife, Tracy Strong Schuler. 

Through 2004, Meteor Vineyard’s grapes were sold in bulk to a handful of well-known Napa Valley properties including Dyer, Arietta, Etude and Vineyard 29. In 2005, the Schulers entered into a partnership with acclaimed winemakers
 Dawnine Sample Dyer and Bill Dyer to produce a single-vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon bottled under the Meteor Vineyard. The team bottled their first vintage later that year with a release date set for February 2008.

Meteor Vineyard’s hilltop vineyard epitomizes all that is most unique about the Coombsville grape-growing area. It sits at the southeast end of the Napa Valley where cool breezes from the San Francisco Bay linger. Soil conditions, which are a mix of flat river rock and mineral-rich volcanic ash, are acidic, lean and well-draining, making it ideally suited for Bordeaux varietals, including Cabernet Sauvignon.
 

Meteor Vineyard’s bright fruit flavor is underpinned by a compilation of three different rootstocks grated with three different grape clones (Clone 4 on ‘110R’, Clone 337 on ‘3309C,’ and Clone 7 on St. George or V. rupestris). The former two clones are modern plant material while the latter, a deep-rooting, drought tolerant variety, has been favored by California winegrowers since the late 19th century.
 A tiny portion of Meteor Vineyard is planted in Petit verdot, a variety of red wine grape typically used in the blending of Bordeaux wines. 

Meteor Vineyard was developed by Michael Wolf of Michael Wolf Vineyard Management Services. Wolf, who has more than 35 clients throughout the Napa Valley, continues to maintain the property.  Prior to launching his own business in 1997, Wolf tended vineyards for famed Napa Valley grape grower, Andrew Beckstoffer. 

In the September 2007 issue of Decanter, famed U.K. wine authority Steven Spurrier featured Meteor Vineyard’s 2005 vintage in an article titled, “Joining the Top Table,” after sampling the wine at the recently held Premier Napa Valley barrel auction. He described Meteor Vineyard’s 2005 vintage as a single-vineyard Cabernet with, “smooth, spicy fruit,” and “plush tannins.”
 Spurrier organized the now-famous Paris Wine Tasting of 1976 in which French and California wines were tasted side-by-side in the first serious competition between the two countries.
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